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1. Rashtriya Sahara: 18.11.2014
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2. Modi government planning to transfer money directly to state governments
By Rajesh Ramachandran, ET Bureau | 19 Nov, 2014, 08.34AM IST

By the end of the 11th Plan, 52% of gross budgetary support to states was spent by the Union govt directly through centrally-
sponsored schemes.

NEW DELHI: The Modi government may de-centralise funding of developmental activities by
transferring money directly to states. If implemented, it will replace the system of Centre
administering welfare schemes that at present leaves states with hardly any control over them.

Some of the big and small central schemes like Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment
Guarantee Scheme,Jawaharlal Nehru National Urban Renewal Mission, National Rural Health
Mission, Sarva Siksha Abhiyan, which have a cumulative budget of about Rs6,60,506 crore, could
moveintostates'domain.

At a meeting held at the PMO early this month, a senior official made a pointed reference to the
issue of direct transfer of money meant for all centrally-sponsored schemes to states. By the end
of the Eleventh Plan, about 52% of gross budgetary support to states was spent by the Union
government directly through centrally-sponsored schemes, leaving just about 6.74% as normal
centralassistanceforstates.

"The idea seems to be to transfer a lump sum to states instead of the Centre asking for matching
funds and utilisation certificates from states. The quantum of the money and how it would be
divided among states could be decided by the 'revamped planning commission',” said an official
involved in one of the brainstorming sessions. This also hinted at a 'new planning commission’

takingshape.
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http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/topic/Union-government

BK Chaturvedi, a member of the planning commission, had in September 2011 submitted a report
highlighting the flaws in the administration of centrally-sponsored schemes. "The states'
suggestion on CSS in the National Development Council meetings include: transferring CSS funds
to the states without any restrictions; 100% funding of CSS with no counterpart state funds and
flexibility in the implementation of the schemes," he wrote.

Chaturvedi had also sought reduction of CSS from 147 to 59. In June 2013, the Manmohan Singh
Cabinet, accepting the report, brought the number of schemes down to 66. It has also allowed 10%
flexibility for the states.


http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/topic/National-Development-Council

3. DoT, defence ministry resolve spectrum-swapping issue
SURAJEET DAS GUPTA & SOUNAK MITRA, Business Standard: 19.11.2014

The Department of Telecommunications (DoT) and the defence ministry have finally resolved the
contentious issue of swapping spectrum for commercial use. The issue had been hanging fire since 2009,
when a basic [JEIf of vacation of spectrum was decided between the two. Sources said Communications
& Information Technology Minister Ravi Shankar Prasad met newly appointed defence minister Manohar
Parrikar on Monday evening and the two reached an agreement on the matter.

ECONOMY, P4

DoT, defence ministry resolve
spectrum-swapping issue

The Department of Telecommunications (DoT) and the defence
ministry have finally resolved the contentious issue of swapping
spectrum for commercial use. The issue had been hanging fire
since 2009, when a basic plan of vacation of spectrum was
decided between the two. Sources said Communications &
Information Technology Minister Ravi Shankar Prasad met newly
appointed defence minister Manohar Parrikar on Monday
evening and the two reached an agreement on the matter.
SURAJEET DAS GUPTA & SOUNAK MITRA write

write The Department of Telecommunications (DoT) and the defence ministry have finally resolved
the contentious issue of swapping spectrum for commercial use. The issue has been hanging fire from
2009, when a basic planofvacationofspectrumwas decided between the two.

Sources said Communications and Information Technology Minister Ravi Shankar Prasad met newly
appointed defence minister Manohar Parrikar on Monday evening, adding the two had reached an
agreement on the matter. “The department has given a detailed work [JEI on the swapping of 2,100
MHz with 1,900 MHz, with a tentative timeline for implementation. Both ministries have discussed this
in detail and have agreed in principle,” said a senior DoT official.

The point of contention was a m that the defence ministry would give 15 MHz of spectrum in the
2,100 band (currently used for 3G) in return for the same amount in the 1,900 band,
whichwaswiththeDoTandhad been reserved for providing spectrum to CDMA operators for expansion.
Earlier, the two ministries had agreed the spectrum in the 1,700-2,000-MHz band would be equally
divided between the two, each getting 150 MHz. However, the procedure for the division wasn't decided
and this had become the bone of contention.

Now, telecom companies, including Bharti, Vodafane, Idea and Reliance Communications, which
had feared a shortage of spectrum would lead to cutthroat competition and raise auction prices, can
breathe easy.
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The amount of spectrum to be available in the swap for the current auction isn't known. Experts
say if the entire 15 MHz is made available, it will provide slots for three operators (each with five MHz)
and moderate pricing in the auction.

The understanding between the two ministries comes a few days after Telecom Regulatory
Authority of IEE Chairman Rahul Khullar said the tussle between the defence ministry and the DoT
had to be resolved politically. He had added if the defence spectrum wasn’t made available, there would
be a severe shortage of spectrum in the coming auction, leading to a “bloody battle” that would hit the
telecom sector.

Earlier, Trai had recommended the defence ministry give at least 15 MHz of spectrum in the 2,100
band. However, the Telecom had rejected the recommendation, saying this wasn’t possible.

With two operators returning their spectrum in the 900MHz band (across 18 circles) in 2015 and
with hardly enough spectrum available in the 1,800MHz band for even one operator in key circles, the
availability of 15 MHz in the 2,100-MHz band with the defence ministry will be key to a balanced auction.

The Cellular Operators Association of IEIE has said there will be at least four players (including the
two incumbent operators that will want to retain the spectrum in the 900-MHz band that they had
returned) who will compete for spectrum in each circle. It added there wouldn’t be more than threefour
slots, leading to a huge increase in prices.



4. Jan Dhan Yojana crosses 75 mn accounts, completes target
M Saraswathy, Business Standard: November 19, 2014

Officials say debit cards, accident insurance cover will be rolled out to all account holders in a few
weeks

Nearly three months after financial inclusion mission Pradhan Mantri Jan Dhan Yojana was
launched by Prime Minister Narendra Modi on August 29, the target of opening 75.16 million
bank accounts for the un-banked has been met. This is a notable achievement as it comes two
months ahead of the target of January 26, 2015.

However, as many as 75 per cent of the accounts thus opened, 56.64 million, do not have any cash
balance. Also, only 58 per cent of the account holders, 43.3 million, have been provided with the
RuPay debit card. (Read: Is Jan Dhan really a success?)

According to the latest data available with the finance ministry, State Bank of India tops the list
with 13.4 million accounts opened across its branches till November 15 this year. Bank of Baroda,
which opened 4.04 million accounts, came in second, closely followed by Canara Bank with 3.92
million bank accounts.

Among private lenders, HDFC Bank stood on top with 600,000 accounts followed by ICICI Bank
that opened 490,000 accounts. Jammu & Kashmir Bank came next with 270,000 accounts and
Axis Bank opened 190,000. Federal Bank opened 130,000 accounts as of November 15 this year.

According to experts, both the RuPay debit cards and the accident insurance will be rolled out to
all 75 million account holders in the next few weeks.

Although the initial targets have been met, Jan Dhan Yojana will hold another mega account
opening camp on November 29. In the earlier camp, which was held in August, about 18 million
accounts were opened on a single day.

The scheme was announced by Modi in his Independence Day address on August 15, 2014. This
is a national mission on financial inclusion encompassing an integrated approach to bring about
comprehensive financial inclusion of all the households in the country.

The plan envisages universal access to banking facilities with at least one basic banking account
for every household, apart from access to credit, insurance and pension facility.

This plan offers a RuPay debit card with in-built accident insurance cover of Rs 100,000. Under
this scheme, upon opening a bank account, holders are eligible for an overdraft facility of Rs 2,000
each, which can be extended to Rs 5,000 based on credit and transaction history of account holders.



Further, those opening accounts before January 26, 2015, will get Rs 30,000 life insurance cover
from Life Insurance Corporation of India.



5. GST unlikely by April 2016
MR Madhavan, The Financial Express: November 19, 2014 3:32 am

SUMMARY
Given the time required to put in place enabling legislation, meeting this deadline will be difficult

Parliament will meet for its winter session from November 24. The legislative agenda has not yet
been announced by the government but it has indicated that the Constitution Amendment Bill to
enable the introduction of the Goods and Services Tax (GST) may be re-introduced.

GST will be a new tax that will subsume most indirect taxes on goods and services across the
country. The tax paid at any stage in the value chain can be used as credit at the next stage—this
would result in tax being paid only on the value added to the product or service, and eliminate tax
levied on the tax paid at an earlier stage. This also leads to better compliance as each person in the
value chain who gets input tax credit has an incentive to ensure that the previous person has paid
tax. The other benefit is that the differentiation between goods and services is removed, and tax
credit is available across this distinction. Having a uniform tax across India with input credit is
also likely to remove the tax bottlenecks in transactions that span two or more states. This would
help India evolve from a fragmented market structure to a single national market. Some estimates
suggest that introduction of GST will lead to GDP rising by 1-1.5%.

The legal process to make the change is complicated due to the structure of our Constitution. The
Seventh Schedule to the Constitution classifies all areas under three lists for the purpose of making
laws: the Union List, which enumerates subjects under the sole purview of Parliament; the State
List, which has items to be legislated by state legislatures; and the Concurrent List, which has
subjects that can be legislated upon by both Parliament and state legislatures. In case of Concurrent
List subjects, if there is a contradiction on any specific provision in laws made by Parliament and
a state legislature, the central law will override the state law.

Now, let us see what happens when we try to have a common GST given this structure of the
Constitution. Currently, the power to impose some of the taxes are included in Union list of the
Constitution (e.g., excise duty) while that for some others are in the State List (e.g., sale tax).
Therefore, the Constitution needs to be amended to enable the enactment of a uniform law.

What are the various ways in which this can be done? One simple method is to move the power to
impose all these taxes to the Union List. The Centre can then levy the tax, and a method of
redistributing the tax to states can be formulated. This is the process used in the case of central
taxes such as income tax, which are then pooled and redistributed according to law made by
Parliament (usually, based on the recommendation of the Finance Commission). However, this
methodology has some major drawbacks. States have no say in the rate of tax that is levied under
this process, and may be unwilling to give up this power. Also, there is a risk that the state in which
the transactions occur and where tax is collected may not get their proportional share of the tax
pool at the time of redistribution. This will reduce the incentive for states to formulate policies that
lead to higher economic activity as they might not benefit from the potential increase in tax
revenue.



Another choice would be to move the power to impose GST to the Concurrent List. However, this
move would have the same drawbacks discussed above because Parliament will have the power to
make laws that override any law made by state legislatures.

A third approach was adopted in the Bill introduced by the last government after extensive
consultation with the Empowered Committee of State Finance Ministers. The Bill removes several
of these taxes from the three Lists and creates a new Article of the Constitution to deal with GST.
Both Parliament and state legislatures will have the power to make law, but unlike the Concurrent
List items, Parliament will not have the power to make a law that overrides a state law. This applies
to all goods and services other than six items: petroleum crude, diesel, petrol, natural gas, aviation
turbine fuel and alcohol for human consumption. In case of inter-state commerce, Parliament will
make law, the central government will collect the tax, and the tax collected will be apportioned
between the centre and states according to law made by Parliament.

This formulation could lead to non-uniform taxes across states defeating a key objective of a
national GST. In order to address this possibility, the Bill creates a GST Council composed of the
union finance minister and the minister of state in charge of revenue, and finance ministers of all
states which will determine the GST rates by consensus. The Bill also creates a GST Dispute
Settlement Authority to decide on complaints by a state or the centre related to loss of revenue
arising from a deviation from the recommendations of the GST Council. The Standing Committee
has recommended that this Authority should not be created as it impinges on the powers of
legislatures. It has also noted the potential difficulty of evolving a consensus in the GST Council,
and recommended that decisions be taken with a 75% majority vote, with the Centre and states
having one-third and two-thirds of votes respectively.

The Centre and states are yet to reach an agreement on the details of implementation. One of the
major concerns of some states is that they may lose revenue if GST is implemented. Another key
issue relates to petroleum products which are intermediate goods but will be excluded from the
purview of this Bill. This will lead to cascading of taxes. However, given that a significant part of
state revenues come from taxes on these products, they are reluctant to let these products be
included within GST.

The legal process for imposing GST is as follows. The Constitution Amendment Bill will need to
be passed with two-thirds majority in each House of Parliament and then be ratified by at least 15
state legislatures before getting the assent of the President. This would enable GST to be
introduced. Following this, Parliament and state legislatures will need to pass GST Bills that
impose central and state GSTs. The Standing Committee has examined the earlier Constitution
Amendment Bill but may re-examine the new Bill if it is significantly different. It may also
examine the subsequent GST Bill. Given this long process, implementing GST by April 2016 is
an ambitious target.

The author is president, PRS Legislative Research, New Delhi
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DoT plans 2-stage bid,

prices to hit the roof

m 800/900/1800 MHz auction in Feb, 2100 MHz in May

Rishi Raj
New Delhi, Nov 18

IDS in the February

215 spectrum ave-

thon are likely to sky-
rocket as the department of
telecommunications (DaT)
plans to auction just
00900/ 1600 MHz spectrum
bands, and not the vital 2100
MHz band spectrum that tel-
cos were hoping for Auc-
thons for spectrum in the
2100 MHz band will take
place only in May, and with
no certainty about how
much 2100 MHz spectrum
would be available in the
May auction, telcos will have
nooption but to bid very ag-
gressively to retain their2o0
MHzspectrum in February
It is unclear if the bid-
ding parameters will
change after telecom minis-
ter Ravi Shankar Prasad's

Monday, but it is significant
that Prasad’s ministry has
been in talks for swapping
spectrum with the defence

ministry in the 2100 MHz
band, vital for data services,
and a substitute for telcos
whose 900 MHz spectrum li-
cences expire next year —
auctions for these will be
held in February 2015.
While the Telecom Regu-

latory Authority of India
(Trai) has recommended
postponing the spectrum
auction if there lsn"tenough
spectrum in all bands — it
has also recommended a de-
fence-DoT spectrum swap to
free up 15 MHz in the 2100

com Commission next fort-
night, but Tral chairman
Rahul Khullar has given me-
dia interviews reiterating
his stance that not auction-
ing all spectrum together
will prove disastrous for the
industry, subscribers as
well as the government.
Thisstand of Trai'shasalso
been endorsed by the coun-
try’s top four mobile opera-
tors in a joint letter to
Prasad and Prime Minister

two-stage bid and merely
mentioned that talks with
the defence ministry to re-
lease 15 MHz ol 2000 MHz fre-
quency spectrum through a
swap was under way along
with the release of 5 MHz in
17circles. <o | o
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FM rate cut feeler and Fll

ngs trigger bo

Mumbai, 18 Howvember

rally in the bond market picked

I up again on hopes of a rate cut by the
Reserve Bank of India (RBI) as early

as next month, following comments by
Finance Minister Arun Jaitley on Monday
and continued inflows from foreign

investors. Jaitley had said if RBI brought |

the repo rate down in the monetary policy
review scheduled on December 2, it would

provide a “fillip” 1o the economy.
Banks have been the biggest buyers of
bonds, as credit growth has

been muted. The festive season, 100, has |

failed to revive credit growth due to which
banks are expanding their duration in

bond portfolio. The other key factor con- |

tributing to the rally has been flows from
foreign institutional investors (Flls) in
debt. 2014 has been a year when FII flows
in debt has surpassed equity. Flls have
invested 21.42-lakh-crore in debt companed
with $92.952 crore in equities.

Jaitley had said in a key-note address
at the Citi's Investor Summit here on
Monday: “1 am quite clear in my mind that
the cost of capital has to come down.
Inflation has moderated, global fuel price
has eased. Therefore, if RBI, which is a
highly professional organisation, in its wis-
dom decides to bring down the cost of cap-

' FII INVESTMENT
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ital (it will give a good Allip to the Indian
economy.”

The yield on the 10-year benchmark
bond ended at 8.15 per cent on Tuesday
compared with the previous ¢lose of
8.18 per cent. The yield on the 10-year

nd rally

bond had ended at 8.14 per cent on
August 8, 2013,

The vield on the 10-year bond, which
ended at 9.10 per cent on April 7, has

dropped sharply since the Bharatiya
| Janata Party won elections.

“The rally in the bond market is on

expectations of a 25 basis points cut in the
repo rate on December 2. The 10-year

MmﬁﬂdmemBJUpwmum

even touch .10 per cent in the mn-up o
the monetary policy. However, a fall below

| the 810 per cent mark will need an actual
| rate cut by RBL" said Balginder Singh, a

ment bond deater at Andhra Bank.

The repo rate, which has been kept at
eight per cent since January 2044, might be
cut to 775 per cent as early as December on
the hack of softening Consumer Price Index
{CPIFbased inflation numbers. Retall infla-
tion dropped to an all-time low since the

| country started computing CPl in January

2012 Retail inflation for the month of Octiober
dropped to 5.52 per cent, down from 6.46 per
cent in the previous month. REI has set a
retail inflation target of eight per cent by
January 2015 and six per cent by early 2016,
“The market is trying to guess whether
the finance minister will be in a position Lo
impress upon RBI to cut rates or not. |
think the fall in yields are limited till the
mnﬂmpcllq;‘ﬂﬂ:lﬂﬂ‘nﬂnshm
president (treasury) at Federal Bank.

India ready to sign WTO trade pact in December

Says willing only if the General Council takes a call on Bali package

HAYANIMA BASU
Mew Delhi, 18 Hovernber

Adter ironing out its differences over fanm
subsidies with the US, India is ready to
sign the much-awaited trade facilitation
agreement (TFA) during the coming
meeting of the World Trade Organdzation
(WTO)s General Council (GC) meet next
month. “We are ready to sign the TFA
protocol, provided the GC takes acall on
the resulting Bali package. Technically, it
was only the US that was opposed to our
demand. So, we hope there will be a pos-
itive movement on both these issues

December 10-11,

(TFA and farm subsidies) at that time,” a
top official told Business Standard on
condition of anonymity.

The GC, the highest decision-making
b@d’!l'. is Eﬂil.'li o mest on

It is learnt the government is “not
wverse” to adopting the protocol to lmple-
ment TFA, which it blocked in July.
However, it will be only on the condition
that the GC in its statement explicitly
states that the so-called "Peace Clause”
that will allow Inclia to provide subsidies,
which are now prohibited under WTO
rules, until a permanent solution to this

grants India an indefinite

{ssue is agreed upon by all member coun-
tries. The “Peace Clause” also, therefore,
Immunity from
all future disputes even if India exceeds
the 10 per cent prescribed limit for grant-
Ing farm subsidies to its poor and mar-
ginal farmers, According to WTO rules,
developing countries can offer subsidies
on crops based on 10 per cent of their
total productlon. As a result, the
December GC meet assumes imponance
In laying down a road map to arrve at a
permanent solution to the food stock-
holding issue that will require amending
its Agreernent on Agriculture,

Besides, the WTO now has to also
decide on a new deadline for imple-
menting the TFA since the process of
comverting into a legal and binding agree-
mentgot delayed. The earlier deadline 1o
implement TFA, that will ease global
Customs norms, was July 2015, The gov-
emment belleves the developed coun-
tries, especially the US, “will nowbe ina
huery™ to seek a permanent selution 1o
the public stockholding issue in the
absence of which developing countries
following similar food security schemes
will not be bound by any limit in offering
agricultural subsidies,
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India, Australia seek early sealing of n-deal

CAMBERRA: India and Australia
on Tuesday sought early con-
clusion of negotiations for a
comprehensive  economic
partnership agreement and
an early conclusion of the civ-
il nuclear deal as Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi and his
counterpart Tony Abbolt
held talks in Canberra.

After the two leaders held
talks, India and Australia
signed five pacts on social se-
curity, transfer of sentenced
prisoners, combating narcot-
ics trade, tourism, and Arts
and Culture.

“We also agreed on seeking
early closure on the civil nu-
clear agreement, which will
give Australia a chance to
participate in one of the most
secure and safe nuclear ener-
EY programmes in the world,”
Mr. Modi said in a statement
at a joint press conference
with Mr. Abbott.

Later, while addressing the
Parliament, Mr. Abbott said,
“If all goes well, Australia will
export uranium to India un-
der suitable safeguards be-
cause cleaner energy is one of
the most important contri-
butions that Australia can
make to the wider world.,”

Mr. Meodi, while talking
about India-Australia ties,

Prime Minster Narendra Modi and Australian
Prime Minister Tony Abbott holding a joint press
conference at Parliament House in Canberra on
Tuesday. - PHOTO: AP

said “This is a natural part-
nership, arising from our
shared values and interests,
and our strategic maritime
locations. India and Austra-
lia have a great economic

“There are huge opportu-
nities for partnership in ev-
ery area we can think of —
agriculture, agro-processing,
resources, energy, finance,
infrastructure,  education,
and science and technology,”
Mr. Modi said. Mr. Abbott, in
Parliament, said, “By the end
of the next year we will have

a Free Trade deal with what
is potentially the world's
largest market.”

Changing climate

Mr. Modi emphasised that
the economic climate in In-
dia has changed. “I believe it
will be a lot easier to convert
opportunities into concrete
outcomes,” he said.

India will organise a "Make
in India’ show in Australia in
2015 while Australia would
hold a business week in India

in January next year,
“Prime Minister Abbott

and I discussed what we
should do to impart real mo-
mentum to our economic
partnership. Reconstituting
the CEO Forum is an impor-
tant step, We have agreed to
speed up negotiations on the
Comprehensive ~ Economic
Partnership Agreement, T al-
s asked for easier access for
Indian business to the Aus-
tralian market and quicker
investment approvals,” Mr.
Modi said. ¢

India and Australia.also
agreed on a Framework for
Security Cooperation.

“1 greatly welcome the
New Fran'bewurkfnr

growing areas of the new In-

dia-Australia partnership —
for adu:mmg regional peace

ister Abbott to the Austra-
lian War Memorial
reminded us of the need to
strive together for a better
world,” he said.

Mr. Modi also thanked Mr,
Abbott, the people and the
federal and the State govern-
ments of Australia for a won-
derful visit. — PTI 7
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ADDRESS TO AUSTRALIAN PARLIAMENT -

Modi calls for broad global
strateqy to tackle terror

‘Australia will be at the centre of our thought’

CANBERRA: Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on Tuesday
said Australia would not be
at the periphery of India's
vision but at the centre of
its thought, as he called for
closer bilateral security
cooperation and a compre-
hensive global strategy to
tackle the menace of
terrorism.,

Mr. Modi, while address-
ing the Australian Parlia-
maent, the first Indian Prime
Minister to do so, said, “Tt
has taken a Prime Minister
of India 28 years to come to
Australia, It should never
have been so. And this will
change. Australia will not
be at the periphery of our
vision, but at the centre of
our thought.”

Mr. Modi addressed Par-
liament after holding talks
with Prime Minister Tony
Abbott following which the
two countries signed five
pacts,

A Meanwhile, Mr. Modi ar-

DEALS SEALED DOWN UNDER
FIVE PACTS INKED TO ENHANCE SECURITY, TRADE TIES

PN Modi, his kastrakan counterpart Tomy Abbatt aad Indian cricket Ieqesds o the NCG on Tossday,
Two Agroents Three Mols s

1) Social Security: 1) Combating Narcotics Trafficking:
Provide benefits 1o rosi- | Tackle ilicit trade, assist asset forfelture

dents of the other country | 2) Arts & Culture: Enhance ties in pur-

2) Transfer of Sentenced suance of Cultural Agreement of 1571
Persons: Lay down 3) Tourism: Encourage cooperation in
procedures for transfer tourism policy

rived in Fiji on Tuesday terpart Frank
night for a day-long visit, Bainimarama. — PTI

the first by an Indian Prime

Minister to the country in

33 years. He will hold bilat-

eral talks with his Fiji coun-



WSISuAUL JFAens pue  paEuSTsIp ey uoiiutysey,  ® )seg Wy, se Onod sey  pey  yRg
Esacﬂaﬂﬂ;onu&uu! O] WStA SIpOJY Fuunp 1aq OO, AUy poweuM  pue

------ EuEEu .EEEEEEEE n..._uﬁ.ﬂz Eﬁﬁﬂ mE_.E !u..__ g m_u.i_su._ nﬁ_.._.__-ﬂ “ELIEG() Eﬁﬁﬁiﬂﬁﬂ&ﬂ
-A0F uepu] ue ‘Joqqy Luo], Ei:gﬂﬂﬂ_ﬁnmnaﬁ 1590 18 PINSuE| UsDq NS pouLlr fEIPNU PUR PRI JUAPISAL] SN AQ (107 AIMNOdS  Joj  JomIuRl],
dMSUIN Wl ueien pape sey pue [ pue ul pounouue JyREJ-EEY B YSHqEISs o) paaude aaey

30UELOGW JO DAL UR SE BIS RUILD UINOS AU PoleU 0} JoUEEqRI 1) ) BT SN BIRNSTY PUE EIPU] U0t 2t

STy pue 1pOjy USAM)aq  umwatp ‘etpu] yim sayndstp
Suneaw s.AEPO} AUV [PuO)LLD} djeredss sey Sl -Bisep 1ey) JWoweless W0l € PaNss! YS Syl PUe BIPU| g

"B3S e W AndsIp [eUOILLD)  -[Of] “BI[ENSTY MOU PUR weu 8|Sy 1583 Ul 810) BAIIE BI0W
B UT Pay20] A0E SUOHEU JOI0  -jaiy ‘vedep i san Ay 404 pasedasd SEm BIDU| JEY) UONBIPUI JEAP € * 15e3
x1s pue euny) ‘uoneSweu sy oy ydap pappe sey erpuy 10V, 58 4210 1583 4007, SU) PRI SEU Wd SuLe
Jo wopsay Fuunsus pue  reak sty Jaquindeg aoulg RIRASIY MOU PUE LUBLISIA ‘UBTRT LM SaNl
Syumoas sumuews Surprens ey e WA Elnisiﬂ-!!si!ﬂ.
-ayes 10j souepodun jo sare  aanoe asow 1oy paredasd sem 3 . lum____ w03 -

ue Se B35 BUL) QnoS G BIpU] 1) UonEdpul A

IJOE BISY SPIEeMO] aouejeqgal wﬁﬂﬁﬁm 1% muE JAOUI _@Oz

OlroN a8eq
iu.n_._: ?___ ae(
aunquiy, dy .




PC

Date: \c\\\\ \‘}OH

The Financial Express
Page No. 13

PMO meeting on ethanol policy toda}]

New Delhi, Nov 18: The prime minister's
office (PMO) has convened a meeting o
Wednesday with top officials of food and
petroleum ministries to discuss ways 1o
promote ethanoel blending with petrol in
view of surplus sugar production in the
country.

Atpresent, it is compulsory to blend 5%
Mmmmmmmr
ing companies have achieved around 2%
The new government wants to further in-
ﬂ'mthnhwlurmmmbhndmﬁ
ethanol with petrol to 10%.,

“The PMO has scheduled a meeting to-
morrow to discuss problems related to im-
plementation of the ethanol blendingpro-
gramme,” an official source said.

Pricing and transportation
issues come in the way of

“promoting mandatory blendiﬁg

of ethanol with petrol

compensated with better price,"an indus.
tryofficial said,

Eurmrﬂgnﬂmukotln;mmum
offering ex-mill price of Rs 41 per litre of
ethanol, while the industry is demanding
at least Rs 50 perlitre.

Besides the price issue, the industry is
also facing problems in transportation of
ethanol to oil marketing companies due to
delay ingetting the excise permission. “We
are facing delay in getting excise permis-
shon. Mills face penalty if ethanol is not de-

by ﬂmwﬂm"themm&.

The country requires 156 crore litres of

selling  ethanol for blending 10% ethanol blending

with petral hmwm
states and five per cent blending in other
states. PTI
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Rahul seeking
space for Opp.

HE\I'H' I]ELHI NOV. 18

Congress  vice-president
Rahul Gandhi on Tuesday
suggested that Prime
Minister MNarendra Modi
should reach out to the
Opposition. They may be
weak but they are valued
partners in nation-build-
ing, he said. But at the
same time, he drew atten-
tion to those who wish to
erase Pandit Jawaharlal
MNehru's legacy from the
country

He said this while guoting
Pandit Nehru in the inter-
national conference held
here to commemorate his
125th anniversary.
However, Mr Gandhi did
nl:rl name Mr Modi nor the

Spea.kmg at the conclud-
ing session of the two-day
international meet, Mr
Gandhi said: “Today, what I
find troubling is how we
can condemn  people
because the ideas they
treasure are not our own,
Mehru understood dee J}Iy
that evervone is entitled to
their viewpoints., Nehru
gave space for his
Opposition, even when
they were practically non-
existent. At that time when
the Opposition was sparse
in Parliament, he reached
out to them, gave them a
feeling that while electoral-

Iy they may be weak, in his
world they were valued

rtners in nation-build-
ng. He recognised that
BvVery perspective is
unigue, even those he
fought vehemently He
defended the rights of
those he did not agree with
and never imagined silenc-
ing them,” he said.

Mr Gandhi further said:
“His (Nehru's) ideas and
his politics are present
very much today even
though there are those who
wish to rub him out, to
erase him and his legacy
from the country he so

dearly treasured and
helped build.”
“Let us learn from

Nehru's example and give
ideas the freedom to flow,
let us never suppress an
idea simply because it did
not originate from us,” Mr
Gandhi said.

ress president Sonia
Gandhi said that as the
MNehruvian concepts have
come under challenge now,
“we must not only adhere
to what Nehru had built,
we must also fight and fight
to strengthen democracy,
inclusiveness and secular-
ism."”

At the conference, which
also adopted a declaration,
Mrs Gandhi said that
Nehru's ideas were a “mat-
ter of shared interest™ that
concern all sections.
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Panel Suggests New Law for Project Approvals

Questions existing green clearance procedure saying 99% of projects get cleared anyway

clearance procedure
saying more than #9% of pro-
Jects getcleared anyway, with lit-
tle or no scrutiny despite taking
anywhere up to three vears,

which means neither Industry’

nor environment gains any-
thing from the procedure. In-
stead, the committes has sug-
pested a system that is strong on

tal laws, regulations and rules,
submitted its recommendations
to Environment Minister Pra-
kash Javadekar on Tuesday, The
minister told ET, “Compliance
will be the essence of the new ar-
chitecture of the report, which

- parent,

will help us revamp the environ-

, ment and forest clearance proc-

esses, and make it more trans-
and make decision
making more efficient.”

Speaking to ET, Subrama-

- nian said, “There is need for

change, to improve the proc-
esses through which projects
are approved and monitored,
and to ensure that enviren-
ment also improves.” The for-
mer cabinet secretary salid
“the effort has been to reduce
the inspector raj system” and
use “technology to monitor
aqhnaure complianee”.

He said the committee had
built on the existing mecha-
nisms to optimise the efforts to
balance developmental impera-
tives causing least possible dam-

Sources sald the committee’s
approach to the clearance proc-
mhbﬂuﬂmthe'mlﬂl{
utmost good falth®. pro-
ponents will in a form of self-
declaration set out the details of
their ect, the technology
used, the 1 of emissions and
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a blueprint on rehabilitation
of the displaced community
from all parties. Should they
fail to satisfy, the community
wotld press NOTA, he said.
In the Valley, demands for ;
a resolution of. the Kashmir ance and jobs. She talks of
jssue assume importance, o
even though rural voters cla-
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Getting them
back to school

survey commissioned by the Ministry of Hu-

man Resource Development, in September

shows that out of the estimated 20.41 crore

children in the age group of 6-13 in India, an
estimated 60.41 lakh (2.97 per cent) are out of school.
This proportion of out-of-school children is lower than
the figure of 4.28 per cent in 2009 and 6.94 per cent in
2006, a fact worthy of cheer. This study is indicative of
the fact that government-sponsored retention schemes
and policies have had some positive impact. Methodolog-
ically, the report conducts household mmdmd-
ly defines ‘out-of-school’ as including all children who do
not attend school for more than 45 days in an academic
year. Had the report conducted a survey based on admin-
istrative records and defined ‘out-of-school children’
maore narrowly, the results may have been significantly
different, perhaps far less optimistic. But the picture is
gloomy if we look more closely at the status of marginal
groups in this study. The survey reveals that a higher
percentage of female children (3.23 per cent) are out of
school than males (2.77 per cent); more children from
rural areas (3.13 per cent) are out of school than from
urban (2.54 per cent) areas. A staggering 4.43 per cent of
Muslim children, 4.7 per cent of Scheduled Tribes and
28,07 per cent of children with special needs are estimat-
ed to be out of school, Other surveys in the recent past
also concur with this data of identifving Scheduled
Castes, ST and Muslim children as constituting a major
chunk of the out-of-school children, and record a very
disproportionate progress in terms of bridging regional,
gender and rural furban divides.

The report simplistically records poverty and academ-
ic disinterest as major reasons for dropping out of school,
Such analysis is where such studies fall short. As the
MHRD report “Education for All” of August 2014 shows,
too much emphasis is given to infrastructural reform,
praviding transportation, books, uniforms, ete, Although
this is significant, the overarching insights from such a
study require policymakers to officially acknowledge the
prevalence of exclusionary practices in schools, so as to
address them directly. In such complex conditions, de-
ploying an intersectional analysis can be a useful meth-
odological tool of study, Such as noting the
discrimination faced by a ‘lower caste-rural-girl child’ in
school as against an ‘upper caste-urban-boy child’, The
school cannot be pereeived as an instrumental sphere for
the potential labour force of a growing economy. Rather,
it is a space for community development, a learning
process that can potentially undermine caste and gender
prejudices by the mere fact of children sitting together
and sharing a common meal, increasing their self-worth,




